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Introduction

Twenty-five artists and community organizers from the South and beyond attended the Alternate ROOTS – Voices from the Cultural Battlefront Achieving Cultural Equity Forum.  National Voices’ leaders Carlton Turner, Art Menius, and Dudley Cocke facilitated the two-hour session.  Dudley opened the forum by proposing that Reaganomics had ramped up unregulated, free-market capitalism resulting in 28 years of public policies that consistently put profit before people.  One consequence has been an erosion of civic virtue in communities across the nation.  

Each forum participant then introduced him or herself with personal commentary on this economic hypothesis of “hyper-capitalism.”  From the circle of introductions, a complex description emerged of the effect of this economic policy on communities: social fragmentation, including the threat of establishing a permanent U.S. underclass; the fraying of the social safety net for those least able to cope, such as the mentally ill and severely disabled; record breaking incarceration rates with now one of every 99 Americans locked up behind bars; environmental poisoning severely affecting the health of children; aid and comfort to the local, regional, and national demons of slavery, colonialism at home, and Native American genocide; the erasure of cultural memory, and; the marginalization of community artists and other cultural activists through the waging, by anti-democratic forces, of a sustained national culture war.  

14 Actions

In response to its analysis, ROOTS and its members will: 
· Join forces with other networks waging campaigns that link cultural equity to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

· Develop performance and public dialogue events that bring the talents of ROOTS artists to current local, regional, and national social justice campaigns.  A current example would be a ROOTS-sponsored mini-festival of plays about health care.

· Begin preparing our offering to the June, 2010 U.S. Social Forum in Detroit, Michigan.

· Build relationships and work with veterans returning from our current wars.

· Prepare the ROOTS presence at the 6th World Conference on Women in Sofia, Bulgaria. What regionally-grounded perspectives will we bring to that discourse?  

· Help monitor federal recovery money expenditures. What unique perspective can ROOTS provide to that monitoring process?

· Bring ROOTS cultural policy positions to federal, state, and local agencies and to private foundations, including regularly calling attention to current trends of cooptation of grassroots ideas and practice.  For example, who benefits from the proliferation of new higher education courses in community-based arts?  Are grassroots artists and organizers co-teachers?  Are the people in our communities admitted to them?  

· Upgrade our culturally specific new media tools to reach young people in our southern region and help them organize across lines of race, place, and class.

· Attend the likes of Tax Day and Anti-Immigration rallies to better understand poor and working class white issues and to help reshape the discourse.

· Develop strategies for gathering and disseminating news about art and activism as alternatives to the increasingly narrow official news band.

· Bring attention to the fraying of the social safety net, including the dismantling of the Americans With Disabilities Act. 
· Support broadband legislation as a civil right.

· Institute ROOTS community-based training in collaboration with other national training programs like those of Appalshop, Highlander Center, and Urban Bush Women.  The training would focus on bringing community organizers into full partnerships with community artists.
· Develop a pluralistic vision of the South’s future based on a social order of justice informed by love. 

Next Step

ROOTS leadership will develop strategies and designate leadership for each of the 14 Actions.
